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the Shedd undertakes are vital to under-
standing and preserving our environment, es-
pecially in the Chicago area.

As a Chicagoan, | am proud to have the
Shedd Aquarium located in my congressional
district. The Shedd’s genuine commitment to
serving the greater Chicagoland community
has for decades made it one of the most dis-
tinguished non-profits in our area. In particular,
the Shedd demonstrates an exceptional com-
mitment to the community in Chicago through
education programs and other service-related
initiatives. One of its most important projects is
its participation in the Great Lakes Forever ini-
tiative. Roughly 37 million people depend on
the Great Lakes for drinking water, recreation,
and livelihood. The Shedd is committed to en-
suring that the Great Lakes are healthy and
continue to serve those around them for cen-
turies to come.

Clearly, the Shedd understands its role as a
community leader and gives a great deal back
to the people of Chicago. Mr. Speaker, as Gif-
ford Pinchot once said of conservation, “Con-
servation means the wise use of the earth and
its resources for the lasting good of men.”
Conservation is paramount at the Shedd
Aquarium, and every operation is carried out
to reflect this ideal; it is truly working for the
lasting good of man. Chicago and its citizens
are privileged to call its city the home of the
John G. Shedd Aquarium. The Shedd Aquar-
ium works tirelessly to give back to the com-
munity, including both Chicago and the Nation.
Again, it is my great honor to announce that
the John G. Shedd Aquarium is the 2006 re-
cipient of the National Award for Museum and
Library Services.

——
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Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise in tribute
to Mike Boyd, a legendary television reporter
and anchor whose level of career achievement
was matched only by his passion for living life
to its fullest. Sadly, Mr. Boyd passed away on
October 14, 2006 at the age of 74. As his
friends and family gather to celebrate Mike’s
remarkable life, |1 ask all of my colleagues to
join with me in saluting this outstanding citizen
and model reporter.

Mike Boyd was born in Maine in 1932, the
son and grandson of attorneys. He graduated
from the University of Maine and after a num-
ber of broadcasting jobs along the East Coast,
he joined Sacramento’s KCRA Channel 3
News in 1963 where he remained until his re-
tirement in 2001. Mike became an institution in
Sacramento as thousands of Sacramento resi-
dents tuned into his hard-hitting, exclusive sto-
ries throughout his 38-year tenure at KCRA.
His memorable, deep, and booming voice
made him ideal for a career in broadcast jour-
nalism.

His tenacity as an investigative reporter led
him to cover some of the past half-century’s
most unforgettable stories. In 1968, Mike Boyd
was at the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles
when Robert F. Kennedy was assassinated
and his reporting of the tragic event was
broadcast across the country. When the ru-
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mors began to circulate about Ronald Regan
running for President, it was to Mike Boyd that
Nancy Reagan admitted that she hoped Ron-
ald would not run.

Perhaps Mike Boyd will be most remem-
bered for his coverage of some of the nation’s
most notorious crimes. Boyd was always look-
ing for the scoop, and he was often success-
ful. He was the first reporter to interview
Charles Manson in prison. Manson went so far
as to offer Boyd his steak dinner. Years later,
in 1988, he had an exclusive interview with
the infamous landlady Dorthea Puente, who
was convicted of killing eight of her tenants in
downtown Sacramento. His ability to connect
with his interview subjects clearly showed
through, as evidenced by the retirement gift
Puente sent Boyd from prison.

Mr. Speaker, as Mike Boyd's friends and
family gather to honor this great American, |
am honored to pay tribute to one of Sac-
ramento’s most respected citizens. His integ-
rity, morals and enthusiasm for his job were
inspirations to young reporters everywhere. He
will be deeply missed. | ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in acknowledging Mike’s in-
valuable contributions to Sacramento and the
United States of America.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DENISE
ASHBAUGH

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 15, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Denise Ashbaugh in commemoration of
the National Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
Denise is a 17-year survivor of breast cancer
who has dedicated herself to the fight to eradi-
cate breast cancer.

Denise has exhibited unparalleled commit-
ment to the push for breast cancer awareness
in Southern Nevada. She has served both as
the vice president and president of the Las
Vegas, Nevada, Chapter of the Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. She has
organized volunteers to conduct fundraising
events, educational events, support groups
and early detection programs. Denise also
participated in establishing the MammoVan, a
state-wide program to provide mammography
to underserved and uninsured women, and a
local news station’s buddy check program.

At the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation’s National Headquarters, Denise
was the National Spokeswoman for the Cure.
She also served as Special Program Director
of Board Breaks for the Cure, a national fund-
raising and breast cancer awareness program
that she conceived and developed. She rep-
resented the Foundation on national talk
shows, ad campaigns, speaking engagements,
and local news networks. Denise’s dedication
and commitment to this cause has not only in-
creased awareness in her own community, but
nationwide.

Currently, Denise is involved with breast
care specialists and other experts in devel-
oping a breast prosthetic device that can be
worn immediately after mastectomies. She is
personally working to provide these devices
free to underserved breast cancer patients. As
a result of her activism, Denise has been des-
ignated as a Lifetime Honorary Mrs. United
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States and has received numerous other
awards including the Governor's Certificate of
Commendation.

Throughout her years of extensive commit-
ment to the fight against breast cancer,
Denise has maintained a balanced family life.
She is a loving wife and mother of two out-
standing children. Through her example, she
has instilled in her children the importance of
community service, civic involvement and
positive activism.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to honor
Denise Ashbaugh on the floor of the House
today. Denise has not only made a difference
in our community through her commitment to
breast cancer education and fundraising, but
she has been a beacon of hope for countless
women and families who have confronted the
challenges of breast cancer. Her tireless dedi-
cation and unwavering optimism, despite her
own health challenges, is truly admirable. |
commend Denise for her leadership in the
fight against breast cancer and | thank her for
her incredible commitment to this most impor-
tant cause.

——————
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the
House of Representatives to pay tribute to
Leonard A. Verrastro, a prominent business-
man and community leader in the borough of
Dunmore, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania.

Mr. Verrastro was selected by the Columbus
Day Association of Lackawanna County as
their 2006 “Man of the Year,” an honor he
truly deserves.

Born in 1923, Mr. Verrastro was one of
eight children of the late Dominic Verrastro
and the former Vita Grace Bochicchio. His fa-
ther was a veteran of World War | and then
worked in the anthracite coal mines before
starting Leonard’s Bar and Grill in Dunmore.

Leonard was the oldest of six boys, five of
whom served in World War Il. Mr. Verrastro
was educated in Dunmore public schools after
which he attended the University of Scranton.

Mr. Verrastro founded Best Dry Cleaners
and later operated Leonard’s Bar and Girill. He
also founded the Dunmore Hoagie Shop and
later went into the real estate business where
he acquired many homes and converted them
into remodeled apartments.

He is the last surviving charter member of
the Dunmore Lions Club. He is also a member
of the Dunmore American Legion, Knights of
Columbus, Saint Anthony’s Holy Name Soci-
ety, the Willow Club, the Dunmore Senior Citi-
zens Center, the Lackawanna County Colum-
bus Day Association and the San Cataldo
Club.

Mr. Verrastro is also well known for his polit-
ical activity, having been first elected to the
Dunmore Borough Council in 1963 where he
has served for 44 years. He also served as
Dunmore’s representative on the Scranton
Sewer Authority and as Lackawanna County
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